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Community Prayer Call to Worship

God of Miriam and Moses, you are our help

from age to age. Accept our worship, our

living sacrifice, and transform us by your

Spirit, that, being many members of one true

body, we may dare to pray together in the

name of Christ the Lord. Amen.

One: Our help is in the name of  the Lord,

Many: who made heaven and earth.  

One: Our joy comes from the heart of  God, 

Many: who transforms us into open-handed

givers of  hope.  

One: Blessed be the Lord our God! 

Many: Who reveals to us the One who

brings us new life!



Sermon
From Pastor Rachel Johnson

Romans 12:1-8
The More the Scarier?

We Welcome Pastor Rachel Johnson to the Pulpit

This week our guest preacher is Pastor Rachel Johnson: Rachel Johnson is a

commissioned minister of  the Christian Church in Nebraska. Rachel’s journey as

a Disciple began at youth group at Edmond Trinity Christian Church in

Oklahoma. She attended Phillips University, then graduated with a psychology

degree from the University of  Nebraska-Lincoln. While serving as a worship

leader at Southview Christian she completed the ELM program. She is currently

in her 18th year of  service as the Religious Coordinator at the Lincoln Regional

Center, a state psychiatric hospital. In addition to providing weekly worship

services she organizes events on mental health awareness and hospital history.

When not on the front row of  a rock concert you'll find Rachel cruising the

aisles of  local thrift stores or showing off  photos of  her kids. 



Scripture Reading
Psalm 124

“If  it had not been the Lord who was on our

side—let Israel now say—if  it had not been

the Lord who was on our side, when our

enemies attacked us, then they would have

swallowed us up alive, when their anger was

kindled against us; then the flood would have

swept us away; the torrent would have gone

over us; then over us would have gone the

raging waters. Blessed be the Lord, who has

not given us as prey to their teeth. We have

escaped like a bird from the snare of  the

fowlers; the snare is broken, and we have

escaped. Our help is in the name of  the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.”

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters,

by the mercies of  God, to present your bodies

as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to

God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not

be conformed to this world, but be

transformed by the renewing of  your minds, so

that you may discern what is the will of  God—

what is good and acceptable and perfect. For

by the grace given to me I say to everyone

among you not to think of  yourself  more

highly than you ought to think, but to think

with sober judgment, each according to the

measure of  faith that God has assigned. For as

in one body we have many members, and not

all the members have the same function, so we,

who are many, are one body in Christ, and

individually we are members one of  another.

We have gifts that differ according to the grace

given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;

ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in

teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver,

in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the

compassionate, in cheerfulness.”

Romans 12:1-8



For more information and stories

about our Global Ministry partners

visit www.global ministries.org

Prayers & Praises
August 23, 2026

Song of the WeekIn Our Church
Family:

Donna Baker

Cec Burkhart

Joan Dietrich

Monte Dietrick

Polly Putney

Bob Throop

Marvin Thurber

Phyllis Thurber

Jessica Vocasek

Roger Vocasek

Prayers for Rev. Bruce Frogge, Stephanie Frogge’s brother,

who is having serious health issues.

Prayers for Jim Christ’s nephew, Dennis Christ, in

Oregon, continued prayers for healing and

comfort as he goes through chemotherapy.

Prayers for healing for Vince Ortega’s sister, Linda De

Los Santos, who has been diagnosed with liver

cancer.

Prayers for Marvin and Phyllis Thurber, who have

moved to Salt Creek Senior Living.

Prayers for healing for Kristie Christianson’s mom, Lucy

Reuter-Masek, after a mild stroke.

Prayers for Monte Dietrick, for continued healing.

Prayers for Cec Burkhart for continued healing.

Prayers for Bob Throop for continued healing and

strength.

Prayers for Roger Vocasek as he looks for a job.

Prayers for Jessica Stehlik-Vocasek for her health

issues.

Prayers for Katelynn Long for continued healing and

strength.

Friends:

Ron Collamore, prayers for his health.
Sympathy to the family of  Bob Buckner. Bob was a

long time member of  FCC and passed away

recently.

Our Timothy

Rev. Bruce Frogge, Cypress Creek CC in Spring,

TX

In the Nebraska Region: Plattsmouth First

Christian Church - Michael Lincoln

Our Global Ministries in: Ecuador

“Lord, we pray for the sick who lack the financial resources needed to access medicine and medical care and for mothers
and fathers who have lost their jobs and face the difficult responsibility of supporting their families. Amen.”

Glorious Things of 
Thee Are Spoken

Glorious things of thee are spoken, Zion, city

of our God. God, whose word cannot be

broken, formed thee for a blest abode. On

the rock of ages founded, what can shake thy

sure repose? With salvation’s walls

surrounded, thou may’st smile at all thy foes.

Round each habitation hovering, see the

cloud and fire appear for a glory and a

covering, showing that the Lord is near. Thus

deriving from their banner light by night and

shade by day, safe they feed upon the manna

which God gives them when they pray.

See, the streams of living waters, springing

from eternal love, well supply thy sons and

daughters and all fear of want remove. Who

can faint while such a river ever flows, their

thirst to assuage? Grace, so like the Lord the

giver, never fails from age to age.



AUGUST

 
Call to Confession

One: 

While we may yearn to be like Jesus, we know that in our hotheaded

choices, our frantic lives, our impetuous words, we are too often like the

disciples. Because of  this, we come here today to remember that Christ

is our Lord, and that he invites us to a better way—his way. Let us

confess together our need for his saving presence in our lives.

 

Prayer of  Confession

Many: 

We look for you in all the wrong places, God of  the lost, and

wonder why we cannot find you. We wander the corridors of

power, while you sit beside those with no home. We applaud those

who win the race, while you cheer on those who finish last.

Forgive us, O Lord, and have mercy upon us. Warm our cold

hearts with compassion for all of  your children. Give us your

grace, that we may faithfully proclaim you as Lord and Savior: the

hope, the joy, the peace the world seeks.

 

Good News of  God’s Grace

One: 

Here, face to face, God meets us. Here, face to face, we can speak the

truth of  our imperfect lives without fear. Here face to face, God

forgives us. 

 

Many: 

Here, face to face, we meet the One who has great compassion for

us, and who forgives us of  every sin. Thanks be to God. Amen.  
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