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Community Prayer Call to Worship 
 

“Reprinted and Revised Common Lectionary Prayers,  
copyright 2002 Consultation on Common Texts” 

God of all consolation and compassion, 
your Son comforted the grieving sisters, Mar-
tha and Mary; your breath alone brings life 
to dry bones and weary souls. Pour out your 
Spirit upon us, that we may face despair and 
death with the hope of resurrection and faith 
in the One who called Lazarus forth from the 
grave. Amen.  

 
 

One: Out of the depths we call to you, O 
Lord.  
 
Many: Let your ears hear our supplication. 
 
One: We wait for you, O God. In your word 
is our hope.  
 
Many: We wait for you, O Lord, for with 
you there is mercy.  
 
One: Come. Let us worship God.  



Sermon 
From The Rev. Kara Hillhouse 

John 11:1-45 
Arise, Shine, Your Light has Come! 

 
Jesus’ power for giving life only raised the anger of those who wanted 
to take his. And the more powerful his desire became to save those in 
need, the more brutal were those who wanted to destroy him. We see 
this in the gospel of John, when Jesus resurrected Lazarus from the dead, 
and “from that day [the religious leaders] planned to put him to 
death” (John 11:53), because his very existence threatened them. Lazarus’ 
story is great in its own right, but it’s our story too, because God calls us 
forth from whatever entombs us and prevents us from experiencing the 
fullness he alone gives. And he calls us to help others as they're brought 
forth from their tombs. “Unbind him,” Jesus told the onlookers, as 
Lazarus was restored to life. We all have a part to play in 
God’s unfolding story of redemption. Join us for worship as we search for 
wisdom for the journey and celebrate that God is good. We’ll see you at 
First!  
   

Pastor Kara 



Scripture Reading  
Psalm 130 

“Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, 
hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to 
the voice of my supplications! If you, O Lord, 
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could 
stand? But there is forgiveness with you, so 
that you may be revered. I wait for the Lord, 
my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my 
soul waits for the Lord more than those who 
watch for the morning, more than those who 
watch for the morning. O Israel, hope in 
the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast 
love, and with him is great power to redeem. 
It is he who will redeem Israel from all its in-
iquities.” 

John 11:1-45 
 selected verses 

“Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, 
the village of Mary and her sister Martha. So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom 
you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, 
‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is 
for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was. He told 
them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I 
am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples 
said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 
be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking 
about his death, but they thought that he was 
referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them 
plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad 
I was not there, so that you may believe. But let 
us go to him.’ When Jesus arrived, he found that 
Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. When Martha heard that Jesus was com-
ing, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died. But 
even now I know that God will give you whatev-
er you ask of him.’  

“Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise 
again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though 
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
coming into the world.’ When Mary came where 
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 
said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid 
him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and 
see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See 
how he loved him!’ But some of them said, 
‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?’ Then Jesus, 
again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was 
a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus 
said, ‘Take away the stone.’ And Jesus looked 
upward and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having 
heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud 
voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 
to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ ”    



In the Bulb, There is a Flower 
 

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an 
apple tree; in cocoons, a hidden promise: 
butterflies will soon be free! In the cold and 
snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to 
be, unrevealed until its season, something 
God alone can see. 
 
There’s a song in every silence, seeking word 
and melody; there’s a dawn in every darkness, 
bringing hope to you and me. From the past 
will come the future; what it holds, a 
mystery, unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
In our end is our beginning; in our time, 
infinity; in our doubt there is believing; in our 
life, eternity. In our death, a resurrection; at 
the last, a victory, unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“  

Prayers & Praises 
March 22, 2026 

• Polly Putney 

• Bob Throop 

• Marvin Thurber 

• Phyllis Thurber 

• Jessica Vocasek 

• Roger  Vocasek 

 

In Our Church Family: 

• Donna Baker 

• Cec Burkhart 

• Jim Christ 

• Joan Dietrich 

• Ron Hile 

• Debby Ortega 
 

Prayers for the Bowker family, as they continue to 
grieve the death of Kristi’s sister, Laurie 
Aufdemberge, from breast cancer. 
 

Prayers for Cec Burkhart, who continues to recover 
from a broken hip after several falls. 
 

Prayers for Ron Hile, as he continues to heal from 
several falls. 
 

Prayers for Debby Ortega as she continues to heal 
from a broken arm following an accident. 
 

Prayers for Bob Throop for continued healing and 
strength. He had a procedure last week to add to 
his existing pacemaker, and he quickly felt 
increased energy. He is settling into his new home 
at Legacy Terrace, and his daughter reports the 
coffee there is much improved over his regular 
places!  
 

Prayers  for Jim Christ as he continues to gain 
strength with cardiac rehabilitation. 
 

Prayers for Roger & Jessica Vocasek. They both have 
health issues. 
 

Prayers for Katelyn Long for continued healing and 
strength. 
Friends: 
• Ron Collamore, prayers for his health. 
 

Our Timothy: 
•   Rev. Bruce Frogge, Cypress Creek CC in Spring,    
          TX 
 

In the Nebraska Region: Elmwood Christian 
Church - Mark Sewell 

For more information and stories about 
our Global Ministry partners visit 
www.global ministries.org 

Our Global Ministries Missionaries in: India 

“Almighty God,  we ask for guidance and wisdom for our nation, India, and its leadership, including the central government, the 29 
state governments, and the 8 Union Territories. As the upcoming state elections approach, we pray that You place leaders in posi-
tions of authority who will govern with truth and justice. Bestow peace and safety upon the people, and grant the leaders the wisdom 
to rule honestly and with integrity, fostering health and development throughout the state they govern.  Amen.” 

Song of the Week 


