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love all . live spiritually  . rejoice in hope . show hospitality 

January SCRIP Orders are due on  
January 4, 2026 

 

Please contact the office or Donna 
Ruhl if you have questions or need to 
place a special order.  

 

 
Adult Sunday School:  

Holy Moments by  
Matthew Kelly will  

resume January 4th Pies Are Ready!!  
Deborah Group has been hard at work cutting 
apples and rolling pie crusts!  We have complet-
ed a little over 1/2 of our orders and will have all 
of the 9" pies and a good many of the tarts com-
pleted before Christmas.  We will notify you 
when your order is ready; please plan to pick up 
your frozen pies as soon as you can after you are 
notified!  Thanks for supporting this fun pro-
ject!!  Distribution of proceeds to non-
profits will be determined at our January meet-
ing.  

 
 
 
 
The Fourth Sunday of  

Advent: Lessons and Carols  
December 21, 2025 

10:30 am 

 
Come Home for Christmas! 

 
Christmas Eve Service 
December 24th at 6 pm 

 
Bring a Friend 

Please join us for: 



 

 

Pastor’s Corner 

Dear Friends,  
 

When my son was a few months old, I began writing letters to him: stories of my life, as well as 
some of my family’s collective history (my Grandmére already put together an extensive history 
of my mother’s side of the family). At the time, I had just begun working as a hospital chaplain, 
and every day I witnessed the fragility of life. Knowing one’s heritage and history is important, 
because it helps us understand our identity. I wanted to make sure my son’s heritage and history 
were written down, in case I wasn’t able to share them with him.  
Yesterday, while searching for something on my laptop, I came across the letters. They span the 
course of about 12 years, and since he’s now 21 you can see that for quite a while I’ve been very 
bad at writing them (that would be a good goal for the New Year). In the letters I see a lot of 
things that I wonder now if I should be sharing with him—honest confessions of the moments 
of brokenness and struggle that perhaps a child doesn’t need to know about his parents. Yet, I 
shared them because I know that he will have his own moments of brokenness and struggle, and 
I want him to remember that he’s not in the struggle alone, and that there’s always—always—
hope. Because God is good, and God is faithful. When we see how others have not only en-
dured, but also found joy, it encourages us in our own times of trial.  
As people of faith, our collective history—the stories of all who have come before us, finished 
their race, and kept the faith—is in the Bible. In those stories we see the triumphs and the de-
feats, the resilience and the brokenness. Above all, we see God’s great faithfulness and enduring 
love, and that’s the greatest definer of who we are: the beloved children of God. Because God is 
good, and God is faithful, there is always—always—hope. In the Christmas story we see the un-
folding of God’s promises, and we marvel in Emmanuel, God with us. This defining moment for 
all people is the greatest story of all. A blessed last week of Advent to you all! I hope to see you 
all for our special service on Christmas Eve!  
Pastor Kara 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Volunteer at 

McPhee  

Elementary 

School!! 
 

McPhee is looking for volunteers who 
could come in weekly or more than once a 
week for roughly 30 minutes to help stu-
dents in either groups or one-on-one.  This 
would involve having the student read to 
the volunteer or supporting them in a par-
ticular task.  Helpful times would be 11:00-
11:30am or 3:00-3:30pm.   
 

Please contact Pastor Kara if you are inter-
ested.  

January Outreach  
Collection Barrel  

 
CEDARS Street Outreach Services (SOS) 
provides street-based assistance to runa-
way, homeless, and at- risk youth at 1620 N 
Street - Lincoln, Nebraska.  
 

These items are needed for the young adult 
males and females Cedars SOS will assist 
this winter:  
• Hats  
• Gloves, mittens   
• Scarves   
• Socks   
• Swiss Safe Emergency Mylar Thermal 

Blankets   
• Lip balm   
• Handcream   
• Hand and feet warmers   
• Gently used jackets, coats  
 

Thank you for your support of this Out-
reach opportunity!  

Your continued support of and involvement with 
I’ve Got A Name means more than words can ex-
press. You’ve shown up and because of that, those 
who are vulnerable to or trapped in sex trafficking 
are finding someone who truly sees them, cares for 
them, and believes in their worth. And, not only that, 
but we on the I’ve Got A Name team also feel lifted 
up by your commitment and faith. Thank you for 
being such a meaningful part of this fight and this 
mission. You’re making a real difference. 
 

With so much gratitude,  
Paige Durandt 
Strategies and Operations Director 
I’ve Got A Name 

Volunteer Opportunities  
in 2026 

 

First Christian Church is signed up to serve 
the evening meal at The Gathering Place - 
1448 E Street on the following dates in 2026:  
 

January 25th 
March 22nd 
May 24th 
July 26th 
September 27th 
November 22nd 
 

The time commitment is 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm. 
Four to five volunteers are needed for each 
date. You must sign up with Elaine Parman to 
serve on any of the above dates. 

Thank you for overflowing the barrel! Pictured 
below are the items from the November Col-
lection Barrel being delivered to Center for 
People. 



 

 

Deborah Group News 
 

Deborah Group will meet on January 5th 
at 7 p.m. at the home of Rhonda Bru-
bacher, 3020 S. Folsom Street.  Diane Z. 
will lead discussion of Chapter 5 
of Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara 
Brown Taylor.  If you'd like to participate 
in Deborah Group, contact D'Arcy Blosser 
and she will add you to the email list and/
or answer any questions you may have. 

FCC Foundation News 

The First Christian Church Founda-
tion met twice in the last month for 
regular business and to consider 

whether or not to invest our funds through the 
Christian Church Foundation.  The Founda-
tion's 2026 Church Pledge will be $1,900 per 
month; additionally, board members allocated 
faith giving for 2025 of $5,000.  The board also 
considered a request from the Official Board of 
FCC to help fund the HVAC project currently 
underway; with accumulated monies in the Hof-
mann Fund, the board approved $90,000.  After 
good discussion, the FCCF board agreed that we 
would continue our relationship with Morgan 
Stanley as our financial investment company.  As 
of November 30, 2025, the value of the First 
Christian Church Foundation was $1,137,772 
with $705,541 in the FCC Unencumbered Fund 
(from which comes our church pledge and faith 
giving) and $432,230 in the Hofmann Encum-
bered Fund.  The FCC Foundation meets quar-
terly with our next meeting in February.  Board 
members also serve coffee fellowship on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.  

    Husker Parking  
    Lot Ministry 
 
 

THANK YOU ~~ THANK YOU ~~ THANK YOU  
Neither sun, or rain, or wind, or cold could keep 
our dedicated Husker home game parking lot 
volunteers from performing this important min-
istry. Many thanks to Jim Christ, Monte Die-
trick, Brad Bowker and Wayne Duncan.  
FCC Faith Giving increased by $2085 from 
parking lot donations for the 2025 Husker home 
football games.  
It’s not too early to start planning for the 2026 
season. Your time commitment begins 4 hours 
before kickoff.  
The 2026 home football games are as follows:  
Sept. 5 Ohio     TBD Maryland 
Sept. 12 Bowling Green   TBD Ohio State 
Sept. 19 North Dakota   TBD Washington 
TBD Indiana  

HVAC (Boiler Replacement and 
Office) Update 

The following equipment has been removed: 
air handlers, radiators, nursery A/C and of-
fice furnace.  
 

The following electric heat systems have 
been installed and are operational: Kitchen 
and east end of parlor, electric heaters in the 
basement and mini splits in the North Hall, 
Nursery, Library, Chapel Hall and Narthex. 
 

The following gas furnaces have been in-
stalled and are operational: Gym, 2nd floor 
classroom and Toddler room, 3rd floor west 
classrooms and Office. In addition, the Sanc-
tuary HVAC system is now heating the three 
rooms behind the sanctuary.  
 

The following systems still need to be in-
stalled: electric heaters in 2nd floor re-
strooms.  
NOTE: We’re waiting on the electrician 
for these electric heaters.  
The A/C equipment will be installed (on the 
roof), Spring 2026.  
 

Donna Ruhl, for the FCC Property Team  



 

Book Club  
 

Next Meeting - Saturday, January 24  
9 am  

Cheryl Judd’s Home: 3801 Santa Rosa Lane 
 

There is a long wait list at the library for both books, so it 
is advised to put it on hold quickly or buy it. 

 
 
Book for January: The Frozen River  
by Ariel Lawhon 
 
 
 

 
 
Book for February: The Lion Women of Tehran  

by Marjan Kamali  
 
 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us! 

  COMMUNITY BOOK STUDY 
      A CHAPTER BY CHAPTER  

  DISCUSSION OF THE BOOK 

  now and not yet     
  By Ruth Chou Simons  

 
• DISCUSS A CHAPTER EACH MONTH 
• PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN BOOK 
• NEW TIME - 4TH TUESDAY EACH MONTH– 

6:30-8:00 pm 
 Next Meeting is January 27th 

 

LOCATION: 
THE MILL @ TELEGRAPH, 330 S. 21st St 

No RSVP needed, call with questions: 402-475-4289 
Website: fcclincoln.org 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

   3rd   Beth (Blosser) Waller 
 12th  Casey Foster 
 13th   Elaine Parman 
 22nd     Vince Ortega  
 26th  Cora Calver 

Those Serving in January 
  

If for any reason you will be unable to fulfill your 
responsibility, please find a substitute. All of 
these positions need to be filled each morning.  
 

Worship Leader:  
Kristi Bowker 
    
Elders: 
January 4 -- Jim Blosser 
January 11 – Cecilia Burkhart 
January 18 - Wayne Duncan 
January 25 – Carla Pinneo 
  
Deacons:  
Vince Ortega and Riley Bowker 
  
Hallway Hospitality:             
January 4 – Rich Calver 
January 11 – Elaine Parman 
January 18 – Vince Ortega 
January 25 – Geoff Putney 
  
Ushers/Greeters: 
January 4 -- Monte Dietrick 
January 11 -- D’Arcy Blosser 
January 18 – Elaine Parman 
January 25 -- Wayne Duncan & Susan Pallas- 
       Duncan 
  
Acolytes: 
January 4 -- Edryk Christianson 
January 11 -- Trev Greder 
January 18 -- Gianna Greder 
January 25 --  Kyson & Keaton Effle 
  
Offering Counting: 
January 4 -- Gwen Belden  
January 11 – D’Arcy Blosser  
January 18 – Rich Calver 
January 25 -- Elaine Parman 
  

THANK YOU ALL for volunteering to serve.  
  



 

In Our Church Family: 
• Donna Baker 
• Jim Christ 

• Joan Dietrich 

• Ron Hile 

• Polly Putney 
Prayer for Gwen Belden, whose brother, Al Watsek, 
recently passed away. 
Prayers for Monte Dietrick, whose brother, Roy 
Dietrick, unexpectedly passed away on December 
7th. 
Prayers  for Jim Christ as he continues to gain 
strength with cardiac rehabilitation. 
Prayers for Roger & Jessica Vocasek. They both have 
health issues. 
Prayers for Katelyn Long. Katelyn is continuing to 
work with a specialist. 
Friends: 
• Lucy Reuter-Masek, mom of Kristie Christianson, 

prayers for recovery after the removal of a facial 
tumor. 

• Jody Schrage, friend of Katelyn Long, prayers for 
healing are appreciated. 

• Nikki, friend of Katelyn Long. She is recovering from 
recent gastric bypass surgery. 

• Darlene Shaw, friend of Katelyn Long. She is having 
an ablation on her heart; pray for her to be at peace 
regarding the procedure and for it to go well. 

• Ron Collamore, prayers for his health. 
• Deidra Parman, sister-in-law of Elaine Parman. 

Deidra has lymphoma only in her eyelids., and it is 
treatable with low dose radiation. Thank you for the 
prayers. 

Our Timothy:    
•  Bruce Frogge at Cypress Creek CC in Spring, TX 
 
In the Nebraska Region: Center on Church in 
Mission - Regional Church 
 
Our Global Ministries Missionaries in: 
Nicaragua 

“Beloved Lord, today we raise our voices for the nation of 
Nicaragua. We ask that you extend your hand of mercy upon 
its people, bring peace where there is conflict, hope where there 
is pain, and unity where there is division. Bless its leaders with 
wisdom and justice, and strengthen every family so that they 
may live with dignity, faith, and love.  Amen.” 

Prayers & Praises 

• Marvin Thurber 

• Phyllis Thurber 

• Jessica Vocasek 

• Roger Vocasek 

For more information and stories 
about our Global Ministry partners 
visit www.global ministries.org 

Kamp Kaleo Harvest  
Dinner Update 

 
A huge THANK YOU to Gwen Belden and 
Debby Ortega for planning and decorating 
for the Kamp Kaleo Harvest Dinner in No-
vember!!  Many thanks to Chef Brad Hindsley 
(aka Kamp Kaleo Executive Director) for 
preparing  a lovely feast and Gwen Belden 
and Jim Blosser for helping to serve the 
meal.  Proceeds from the event which includ-
ed ticket sales and sale of Debby's beautiful 
harvest themed centerpieces netted $2,100 
for Kamp!  The gourmet meal was absolutely 
delicious.  Music provided by Pat Miller and 
David Shipley, a toasty fire in the hearth, and 
rich fellowship added to a lovely evening for 
those attending.  Thanks to all those who 
came and supported Kamp Kaleo!!  



FCC will pay 1/2 of 

the  

retreat cost for each 

youth. 

First Christian Church Calendar  

Sunday, December 21st Lessons and Carols Service  
9 am    No Adult Sunday School 
9:15 am    Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
9:50 am    Torch Worship Rehearsal 
10:30 am    Worship 
5 pm - 10 pm   Outside Group-Parl/Kit/Gym 
 

Monday, December 22nd 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Tuesday, December 23rd 
10:30 am    Staff Meeting 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Wednesday, December 24th Christmas Eve 
6 pm    Christmas Eve Service - Sanctu 
     ary 
 

Thursday,  December 25th Merry Christmas! - Office  
                  Closed 
 

Sunday,  December 28th 
9 am    No Adult Sunday School 
9:15 am    Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
9:50 am    Torch Worship Rehearsal 
10:30 am    Worship 
11:30 am    Elder Meeting - Library 
5 pm - 10 pm   Outside Group - Parl/Kit/Gym 
 

Monday, December 29th 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Tuesday, December 30th 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Wednesday, December 31st 
9 am - 2 pm   Office Open 
 
Thursday, January 1st Happy New Year - Office  
                  Closed 
 

Sunday,  January 4th Epiphany Sunday  
9 am    Adult Sunday School - Library 
9:15 am    Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
9:50 am    Torch Worship Rehearsal 
10 am    SCRIP orders due 
10:30 am    Worship 
5 pm - 10 pm   Outside Group - Parl/Kit/Gym 
 

Monday, January 5th 
7 pm    Deborah Group - Rhonda  
     Brubacher’s home 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Tuesday, January 6th 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Wednesday, January 7th 
6:30 pm    Handbell Choir - Sanctuary 
7:30 pm    Solos/Ensembles - Sanctuary 
8 pm    Recorder Consort - Sanctuary 
 

Thursday, January 8th 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Sunday, January 11th Baptism of the Lord/ 
     Homebound Communion 
9 am    Adult Sunday School - Library 
9:15 am    Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
9:50 am    Torch Worship Rehearsal 
10:30 am    Worship 
5 pm - 10 pm   Outside Group-Parl/Kit/Gym 
 

Monday, January 12th 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Tuesday, January 13th 
10:30 am    Staff Meeting 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Wednesday, January 14th 
6:30 pm    Handbell Choir - Sanctuary 
7:30 pm    Solos/Ensembles - Sanctuary 
8 pm    Recorder Consort - Sanctuary 
 

Thursday, January 15th 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Sunday, January 18th 
9 am    Adult Sunday School - Library 
9:15 am    Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
9:50 am    Torch Worship Rehearsal 
10:30 am    Worship 
6 pm    Board Meeting - Confer Rm 
5 pm - 10 pm   Outside Group-Parl/Kit/Gym 
 

Monday, January 19th 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Tuesday, January 20th 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Wednesday, January 21st 
6:30 pm    Handbell Choir - Sanctuary 
7:30 pm    Solos/Ensembles - Sanctuary 
8 pm    Recorder Consort - Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, January 25th 
9 am    Adult Sunday School - Library 
9:15 am    Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
9:50 am    Torch Worship Rehearsal 
10:30 am    Worship 
11:30 am    Elder Meeting - Library 
5 pm - 10 pm   Outside Group-Parl/Kit/Gym 
 

Monday, January 26th 
Noon    Messenger Deadline 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 

Tuesday, January 27th 
10:30 am    Staff Meeting 
6:30 pm - 8 pm  Spirited Readers - The Mill  
     @Telegraph 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Outside Group - Gym 
 
Wednesday, January 28th 
6:30 pm    Handbell Choir - Sanctuary 
7:30 pm    Solos /Ensembles - Sanctuary 
8 pm    Recorder Consort - Sanctuary 



First Christian Church in 2025  


