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Call to Worship 

“Reprinted and Revised Common Lectionary Prayers,  
copyright 2002 Consultation on Common Texts” 

 

Community Prayer 

 

 

 

 
 
One: Before the earth was formed, we were cho-
sen by God to be God’s people. 
 
Many: God gathers us together that we might 
sing of joy and hope, as God’s beloved. 
 
One: Before the stars glittered in the night sky, 
we were chosen through Christ to be God’s 
family. 
 
Many: Christ gathers us together that we 
might carol the good news of redemption. 

 

Steadfast God, your prophets set the plumb 
line of your righteousness and truth in the 
midst of your people. Grant us the courage 
to judge ourselves against it. Straighten all 
that is crooked or warped within us until 
our hearts and souls stretch upright, blame-
less and holy, to meet the glory of Christ. 
Amen. 



Sermon 
From The Rev. Kara Hillhouse 

The Revealer 
 

“In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will.”  I often use 
the word “redeemed” when it comes to Jesus Christ.  After all, he’s the one 
who came to give us Life, thus redeeming us from the brokenness of the 
world, which includes the brokenness within we ourselves.  Christ as 
redeemer.  But what about Christ as the one who reveals to us the glory of 
God?  The one who reveals to us the faithfulness of God?  The plan of 
God?  Have you ever thought of Jesus as the Revealer?  In Ephesians the 
author (purportedly Paul, but probably not Paul) shows us both Christ the 
Revealer and Christ the Redeemer. Join us for worship as we take a look at 
the first chapter of Ephesians and discover how it applies to us today!  We’ll 
see you at First!  



 

Scripture Readings 

 

 
 

Psalm 24 
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is 
in it, the world, and those who live in 
it; for he has founded it on the seas, 
and established it on the rivers. Who 
shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And 
who shall stand in his holy place? 
Those who have clean hands and pure 
hearts, who do not lift up their souls 
to what is false, and do not swear de-
ceitfully. They will receive blessing 
from the Lord, and vindication from 
the God of their salvation. Such is the 
company of those who seek him, who 
seek the face of the God of Jacob.  
 
Lift up your heads, O gates! and be 
lifted up, O ancient doors! that the 
King of glory may come in. Who is the 
King of glory? The Lord, strong and 
mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle. 
Lift up your heads, O gates! and be 
lifted up, O ancient doors! that the 
King of glory may come in. Who is 
this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, 
he is the King of glory.  

Ephesians 1:3-14 
Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places, just as he chose 
us in Christ before the foundation of 
the world to be holy and blameless be-
fore him in love. He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus 
Christ, according to the good pleasure 
of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace that he freely bestowed on us in 
the Beloved. In him we have redemp-
tion through his blood, the forgiveness 
of our trespasses, according to the rich-
es of his grace that he lavished on us. 
With all wisdom and insight he has 
made known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his good pleasure 
that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for 
the fullness of time, to gather up all 
things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth. In Christ we have also 
obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of 
him who accomplishes all things ac-
cording to his counsel and will, so that 
we, who were the first to set our hope 
on Christ, might live for the praise of 
his glory. In him you also, when you 
had heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation, and had believed in 
him, were marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge 
of our inheritance toward redemption 
as God’s own people, to the praise of 
his glory.  



Lift Up Your Heads,  
Ye Mighty Gates 

 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold 
the King of glory waits; the King of kings is 
drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a 
temple, set apart from earthly use for 
heaven's employ, adorned with prayer and 
love and joy. 

Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to 
thee; here, Lord, abide. Let me thy inner 
presence feel; they grace and love in me 
reveal. 

 

  

Prayers & Praises 
July 14, 2024 

In Our Church Family: 

 Donna Baker 

 Rhonda Ball 

 John Burkhart 

 Bobbi Carlin 

 Mike Carlin 

 Jim Christ 

 Joan Dietrich 
 

Donna Baker, recently diagnosed with a form of cancer 
behind her ear. Donna has started a series of treatments . 

Friends: 

 John Burkhart, husband of Cecilia Burkhart is being 
treated  for cancer behind his voice box. 

 Tammy Foral, healing, patience and strength as facing     
many health issues. Co-worker of Sara Lugn. 

 Cedric Gibb, healing prayers, friend of Cec Burkhart. 
 
 

Our Timothy: 
   Rev. Bruce Frogge, Cypress Creek CC in Spring, TX 
 

 
In the Nebraska Region: Nebraska City First 
Christian Church - Rev. Michael Schmidt 
 
Our Global Ministries Missionaries: Kenya  

 
 

 Sharon Hile 

 Phyllis Knosp 

 Polly Putney 

 Rae-Hope Putney 

 Marvin Thurber 

 Phyllis Thurber 

 Jessica Vocasek 

For more information and stories 
about our Global Ministry partners 
visit www.global ministries.org 

Song of the week  

“We invite you to pray for the Organization of African In-
stituted Churches (OAIC) member churches as they pro-
claim the gospel of the risen Christ in word and deed at a 
time when extreme weather conditions impact Africa. Pray 
that the churches will continue to be beacons of hope as 
they work to support the affected families by sharing food 
and hosting families who are displaced. Pray also that the 
OAIC and the member churches will remain prophetic in 
addressing the underlying issues that cause this suffering.”   


