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Community Prayer

God of the prophets and apostles,
you greeted old Abraham and Sarah
with news of wonder and life.
Send us into the world
to preach good news, as Jesus did,
heal the sick,
resist evil,
and bring the outcast home.

Amen.

Reprinted and Revised Common Lectionary Prayers,
copyright 2002 Consultation on Common Texts

Call to Worship

Feel free to follow along with our Call to
Worship from the live-streamed worship
service on Sunday.

One: We come to worship God:
Many: trusting God will speak to us, hoping
God will surprise us.

One: We lift our souls to God’s Spirit:
Many: that the Spirit may fill us, that we
might be a gift to others.



Sermon

From The Rev. Kara Hillhouse
“The Kingdom is Here”

Harvest in terms of agriculture is typically a once-or-twice-yearly event. But
harvest in terms of the Kingdom of God is a daily happening. Every time we
connect meaningfully and honestly and kindheartedly with another person we
have reaped a harvest; every time we feel God’s presence in our lives, either
through another person, or nature, or a song, or however else you feel connected
with God, we have reaped a harvest; every time we make the decision to place
someone else’s needs over our own, we have had a harvest. But a harvest only
comes about when we do the spiritual groundwork of following Christ first. Join
us for Sunday worship where we'll learn how to join in God's abundant harvest
and we'll be fed by a time of worship and fellowship! We'll see you Sunday!

Matthew 9:35-10:23

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples,
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers
into his harvest.’

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and
to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known
as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and
Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no
town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good
news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out de-
mons. You received without payment; give without payment. Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your

belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for labourers deserve their food. Whatever
town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As you enter the house,
greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to
you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that
house or town. Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of
judgement than for that town.

‘See, [ am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as

doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will
be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they
hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be
given to you at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through

you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have
them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will
be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone
through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.



Scripture Reading

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

[ love the Lord, because he has

heard
my voice and my supplications.

Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as

long as I live.

What shall I return to the Lord
for all his bounty to me?

[ will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of

the Lord,

[ will pay my vows to the Lord

in the presence of all his people.

Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his faithful ones.
O Lord, I am your servant;
[ am your servant, the child of
your serving-maid.
You have loosed my bonds.
[ will offer to you a thanksgiving
sacrifice
and call on the name of
the Lord.
[ will pay my vows to the Lord

in the presence of all his people,

in the courts of the house of
the Lord,

in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord!

Romans 5:1-8

Therefore, since we are justified by
faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus

Christ, through whom we have
obtained access to this grace in
which we stand; and we boast in
our hope of sharing the glory of
God. And not only that, but

we also boast in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love
has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has
been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at
the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone
die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone
might actually dare to die. But God
proves his love for us in that while
we still were sinners Christ died
for us.



Prayers & Praises
June 18, 2023

In Our Church Family: e Donna Baker

e Marvin Thurber « Polly Putney

o William Deterding « Lois Frogge

e Vic Burgess e Joan Dietrich

o Jessica Vocasek  Mildred Brockemeyer
e Relda Lathrop e Karen Moritz

e Bobbi Carlin

Rae-Hope Putney

Tito Vigan, Sarah Mason’s husband, is slowly gaining
movement after suffering from a spinal stroke.

Relatives:
o  Friends and Family of Vic Burgess

Friends:

o  Cedric Gibb, healing prayers, friend of Cec Burkhart

o Carson Mousel, grandson of Bob and Eileen Kunz,
from Mildred Brockemeyer

Our Timothys:
o Bruce Frogge at Cypress Creck CC in Spring, TX
e  Glenda Dietrich Moore, Creative Arts Ministry in

Lincoln, NE

In the Nebraska Region:

o CCN Ministry Coordinators Teresa Oldberding,
Paul Few & Holly Gage

Our Global Ministries Missionaries:
o Michael El Daba serving in Egypt

. . . oo Minisz,,
Find more information and Sy °,
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Check out our weekly video at www.feclincoln.org,
First Christian’s Facebook page, or search for First
Christian Church, Lincoln, Nebraska on YouTube.

www.feclincoln.org/youtube

Song of the Week

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Text: Charles Wesley, 1739

O for a thousand tongues to sing
my dear Redeemer’s praise,
the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of God’s grace!

The name of Jesus charms our fears,
and bids our sorrows cease,
sings music in the sinner’s ears,

brings life, and health, and peace.

Christ speaks, and listening to his voice
new life the dead receive:
the mournful waken to rejoice;
the poor in heart believe.

My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad
the honors of thy name.

To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever given
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heaven.

FCC Social Media!
:: . u
Each week FCC is posting new pictures and
announcements. Look for First Christian Church on

Instagram, Facebook, and You Tube for new
content every week. Get connected!



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVejAW8D_mqv8Jmk5rzj43g

