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Messenger 
430 S. 16th St.          Lincoln, NE  68508            402.475.4289 

love all . live spiritually  . rejoice in hope . show hospitality 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
 February 22nd at 7:00 PM - Sanctuary  

 
For Christians, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten season and symbolizes 40 
days of fasting and prayer Jesus served in the desert before his crucifixion.  It is a day of 
reflection and repentance to ponder the transitory nature of our physical bodies. 
 
Please join us for a soup supper at 5:30 p.m. on Feb. 22 in the church gym and worship at 7 
p.m. in the sanctuary where we will once again receive ashes on our foreheads so that we may 
prepare to celebrate Easter 2023 with great joy. 
 
The service will also be livestreamed for those unable to attend. 

SouperBowl Sunday 
 
This Sunday is the Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday. 
Since 1990, groups in Lincoln and across the nation 
have tackled hunger by collecting money and food 
for local charities working with hunger and 
homelessness issues. 
 
This Sunday, our youth group will be collecting 
money, canned goods, hand warmers, gloves and 
other winter gear to help people who are hungry 
and who might be homeless. If you’d like to help 
out, we’ll be here before and after church to collect 
all donations. If you won’t be here on Sunday but 
would like to participate, you can mail or bring your 
contribution to the church and 
be sure to mark it “Souper Bowl”.  
 
Thanks for helping us with the 
Souper Bowl of Caring!  

Ash Wednesday  

Soup Supper 

Wednesday, February 

22 at 5:30 pm 
 

 

If you can provide soup, crackers or cookies 
contact Elaine Parman at 402-217-8177 or 
eparman52@gmail.com to see what is still 
needed. Volunteers are needed to serve and 
clean up as well. Please let Elaine know if 
you can help with one of these needs. Thank 
you for helping to continue this long time 
tradition of fellowship prior to the Ash 
Wednesday service. 



Nursery Open Again 
 

We're glad to welcome Keaton and Riley 
Bowker as nursery assistants.  Leader 
Tiffany Willey and at least one of the 
Bowkers are staffing the nursery each 
Sunday, so drop off your young ones any 
time after 10 a.m. for morning worship. 

First Christian Church Pulpit Supply 
February to April 2023 

Feb. 12 –  Melissa Strong 

Feb. 19 – Eduardo Bousson 
Feb. 26 –  Eduardo Bousson 
 

Mar. 5 – Melissa Strong 
Mar. 12 – Melissa Strong 
Mar. 19 – Kara Hillhouse 
Mar. 26 – Kara Hillhouse 

 

The Christ Candle 
 

Many of you will have noticed the new Christ candle and 
candlestick beside the lectern in the sanctuary.  This past Advent, a 
new Advent wreath and stand (matching the pavement candlesticks 
on each side of the Communion Table) were given to the church. It 
is the custom and tradition of First Christian Church, Lincoln to 
keep the light of the Christ candle – lighted on Christmas Eve – 
amongst us throughout Epiphany, the season of light. We celebrate 
Christ, the Light of the World, and our joy in spreading the good 
news of that light to all. 
 
For congregations that use a Christ (or Paschal) candle, it is the 
largest candle in the worship space. Our candle includes several 
common symbols in sculpted wax:  
 

The Chi Rho ☧ and the Greek words for Jesus Christ: IHCOYC XPICTOC. These are 
prominent symbols which clearly identify it as the Christ candle. 
 

The Greek letters ΑΩ, which symbolize that God is the beginning and the end (from the Book 
of Revelation). 
 

The dark red wax medallion at the center contains symbols of the Trinity: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  
 

On Maundy Thursday the entire church is darkened by extinguishing all candles and lamps. 
This represents the darkness of a world without God. 
 

The Christ candle is the first candle lighted on Easter, representing the risen Christ as a 
symbol of light (life) dispelling darkness (death). 
 
The candle is also lit during baptisms to signify the Holy Spirit and fire that John the Baptist 
promised to those who were baptised in Christ. During funerals and memorial services the 
candle is lighted and placed near the casket or urn signifying the hope of the resurrection into 
which Christians are baptised. 
Symbols like the Christ candle can be very powerful in worship. They remind us of God's 
saving deeds through history, and they can inspire us to worship.  



Go and Do the Same 
 

‘You are the salt of the earth; but 
if salt has lost its taste, how can 
its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything but is 
thrown out and trampled 
underfoot. 
 
‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a 
hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.  
      Matthew 5:13-16 
 

“You ARE the salt of the earth...” What does 
it mean to be “SALT”?  Think about the positive, 
productive uses of salt.  Salt preserves, purifies, 
and seasons.  When we give openly of our time, 
talents, and treasures to the life of the church, 
we preserve not only this historic building and 
tradition, but more importantly, we preserve the 
practice of living faithfully as this worshiping 
community.   
 

“You ARE the light of the world...”  What 
does it mean to be the light of the world?   
Through Jesus, God surges light into and 
through us. Light makes it possible for things to 
be seen.  When we invest ourselves into the life 
and ministry of the church, we embrace being 
this light of which Jesus speaks. 
 
Salt is salty. Light shines. When Jesus 
describes people as the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world, he is naming both the nature 
and the purpose of those called into the 
community of faith by God.  We have been 
shown the Kingdom of heaven because Jesus 
has shown us who God is and what love is.  By 
God’s grace we already have within us the 
qualities, capacities, and assets to do what we 
are created and called to do. As salt and light, 
we live for the sake of God’s world. 
 
Be the wonderful, generous, capable person 
God made you to be. Be the salt of the earth 
and the light of the world.  Thank you for your 
continued support of the mission and ministry of 
FCC. 
 
May the Spirit of God be with you, 
The Finance Team 

Those Serving in March  
 

If for any reason you will be unable to fulfill 
your requirement, please find a substitute. 
All of these positions need to be filled each 
morning.  
 

Worship Leader:       
March    Jessica Effle 
 
Elders: 
March 5         Debby Ortega 
March 12        Sara Lugn 
March 19        Jim Blosser  
March 26        Elaine Parman 
 
Deacons:   
Kristi Bowker, Susan Pallas-Duncan 

Homebound Communion: March 12th  
 

Homebound Communion:  
Debby Ortega, Sara Lugn, Jim Blosser, Elaine 
Parman 
 

Hallway Hospitality:             
March 5         Mike Carlin 
March 12        Geoff Putney 
March 19        Vince Ortega  
March 26        Rich Calver 
 
Ushers/Greeters: 

March 5         D’Arcy Blosser 
March 12        Jessica Effle 
March 19        Elaine Parman  
March 26        Wayne & Susan Pallas-
Duncan 
 

Acolytes: 
March 5         Trev Greder 
March 12        Kyson & Keaton Effle 
March 19        Gianna Greder 
March 26        Edryk Christianson 

 

THANK YOU  for volunteering. Your 
efforts at First Christian Church is 

what keeps Sunday worship alive and  
thriving! 



A full calendar of events is available online at our 
website FCCLincoln.org 

 
Thursday, February 9 ~ Messenger Sent 
5:30 pm   Supper ~ Parlor 
6:30 pm  Handbell Choir Rehearsal ~Sanctuary 
7:30 pm   Recorder Rehearsal ~ Sanctuary 
 

Saturday, February 11 
1:00 pm   Kamp Kaleo Video Taping ~ Parlor 
 

Sunday, February 12 
8:45 am   Adult Sunday School ~ Library  
9:15 am   Sanctuary Choir ~ Sanctuary  
10:00 am   Torch Worship Team Rehearsal  
10:30 am   Worship  
11:30 am    Worship Team Meeting ~ Library 
 

Thursday, February 16 
5:30 pm   Supper ~ Parlor 
6:30 pm  Handbell Choir Rehearsal ~Sanctuary 
7:30 pm   Recorder Rehearsal ~ Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, February 19 
8:45 am   Adult Sunday School ~ Library  
9:15 am   Sanctuary Choir ~ Sanctuary  
10:00 am   Torch Worship Team Rehearsal  
10:30 am   Worship  
6:00 pm   Cabinet Meeting 
 

Thursday, February 22 ~ Ash Wednesday 
5:30 pm  Soup Supper ~ Gym 
7:00 pm   Worship ~ Sanctuary 

Lincoln First Christian Church  
Calendar of Events 

Book Club News 
 

Book Club will be meeting in 
February 18th 

 

Our book for discussion is: 
The Lions of Fifth Avenue 

by Fiona Davis 
  
Anyone is welcome to join in our discussions at any time. 
Check the FCC Calendar of Events for specific dates. and 
times, or change of location. 

 

Prayers & Praises 
February 9th, 2023 

In Our Church Family: 

 Marvin Thurber 

 William Deterding 

 Vic Burgess 

 Jessica Vocasek 
 Relda Lathrop 
 Susan Pallas-Duncan 
 Rae-Hope Putney 
 

Relatives:  
  Friends and Family of Vic Burgess 
  Kevin Pinneo, healing prayers following knee  

  replacement. Husband of Carla Pinneo 
 

Friends: 
 Cedric Gibb, healing prayers, friend of Cec Burkhart 
 Carson Mousel, grandson of Bob and Eileen Kunz, 

  from Mildred Brockemeyer 
 

Our Timothys:    
  Bruce Frogge at Cypress Creek CC in Spring, TX 
  Glenda Dietrich Moore, Creative Arts Ministry in

  Lincoln, NE 
 

In the Nebraska Region: 
Bethany Christian Church, Lincoln and Rev. Daryl 
 Lauber 
 
Our Global Ministries Missionaries:  
Missionaries serving in Ghana 
 

Find more information and 
stories about our Global 
Ministry partners at 
www.globalministries.org  
 

 Donna Baker 

 Polly Putney 

 Lois Frogge 

 Joan Dietrich 

 Mildred Brockemeyer 

 Bobbi Carlin 

 Karen Moritz 

Each Sunday at 8:45 a.m. you are invited to join 
others in the library to discuss  “The Wired Word”. 
 
“The Wired Word” links news of the week to 
relatable scripture passages. 
 

No homework or preparation involved! 
 

Kristi Bowker leads the study and if you have any 
questions you can email her at 
bkbowker@gmail.com 
 

If you’re interested in being added to the weekly 
email version contact the church office. 


